My questions
• Why do images of the sacred child persist in discourses about childhood. Whose concept of sacred are we talking about and why? Is childhood sacred in India? How does such a view contribute to the objectifying of children around the world? Why are children who defy such objectification penalized? • Why are children, especially from "developing countries" such as India denied participation in the world of value. • Why theories of child development are increasingly harnessed to the idea of children developing as consumers and how this impacts the minority world's view of children and work, particularly from India ?
Some statistics about India Defining terms: what does it mean to be a child?
• the "child" has been "thought" differently across discourses (Dunn, 2006 Children and work contd.
• A child is classified as a "laborer" if the child is "economically active" (Ashagrie 1993 • Straight forward definitions and simple answers are also hard to find in the relationship between work and economic status.
• For a long time the mission of the ILO has been to ensure that no child anywhere in the world should work any more. Although the ILO identified child labor as a problem since its inception 1919, it is from the 1970s onwards that it has paid continuous and increasing attention to the problem • .
Children and work Kinds of work
• Save the Children fights for children's rights. As part of this goal, Save the Children seeks to ensure that girls and boys are protected against harmful work. Implicit in our goal is a belief that children's work is not a uniform activity and we must recognize that, while some forms of work violate children's rights, other forms of work do not. Most forms of work have both good and bad elements, and for this reason, can be both harmful and beneficial to children's development and wellbeing. Therefore, we accept neither blanket bans of all child work, nor an approach which unequivocally promotes children's work. We believe that different responses are appropriate for different forms of work and for different working children. (Save the Children's position on children and work, 2003).
Moral perspectives on child labor
• Surprisingly few. Perhaps more implied than explicitly stated. • Many international organizations exhibit a moral preoccupation with abolition through legislation and a zealous belief in the desirability of extending Western childhood ideals to poor families worldwide.
• Their agenda seems to lie in having staked out child labor as a new and legitimate field of global political and academic concern Moral perspectives contd.
• As a global solution to eliminate child labor, development experts are now proposing a standard based on the sanctity of the nuclear family on the one hand and the school on the other as the only legitimate spaces for growing up. If this becomes a universal standard, there is a danger of negating the worth of often precious mechanisms for survival, and penalizing or even criminalizing the ways the poor bring up their children. This criminalization is made more malevolent as modern economies increasingly display their unwillingness to protect poor children from the adverse effects of neoliberal trade policies. (Woodhead, 2000) • It embodies the recognition of the western imperialist project, including current imperialist political and economic domination, that is spreading to include power over identity(ies) and intellect -contemporarily infused with active critique and innovative interventions that would challenge oppression, objectification, and "othering" (Young, 2001) • It is based on the assumption that political change is possible when disciplines are engaged in active discussion with one another, particularly when the discussion is between different intellectual traditions, and when activism is employed • The concept of viewing "reality as resource": a lens through which existing social and economic arrangements are appropriated and reinterpreted for competitive advantage, a feature which guided many colonial enterprises (Mir, Mir and Upadhyaya, 2003) 
